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Child Assessment

Key Facts:

« If you or your child need an interpreter, please tell us before
your appointment so we can book one.

« You may have more than one appointment for your child.

« The first appointment may take 2-3 hours.

Before the appointment:

. Before the first appointment, a Rehab (Rehabilitation) Advisor
will contact you. They will explain the next steps and answer
any questions you have.

« Please fill in the attached questionnaire. It is very important
that you return this by post before your appointment or bring
it with you on the day.

« Itis very important that you bring your child’s hearing aids to
every appointment.
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Parent Information Session

Parent information session (online)

You will be invited to an online information session to find out
more about cochlear implants. You can do this at any stage of
your cochlear implant assessment journey. This meeting is a
chance to ask any questions about cochlear implants and the
assessment process. You will be able to see a Cochlear Implant
and meet other families who have also been referred. Your Rehab
Advisor will book you onto a session during your initial phone
call.

First Appointment

At your first appointment, you will meet your Rehab Advisor and
one of our Audiologists. The professionals will work together with
you and your child to complete different activities and
assessments.

Audiology (about 1 hour 30mins)

We will look in your child’s ears and
put a soft tip in the ear to carry out
short automated tests. Next, we will
carry out a hearing test. There are
different ways to test children’s
hearing depending on their age and
stage of development.
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Behavioural Hearing Tests

The audiologist may use one type of test or a few different types
when testing your child’s hearing.

VRA (Visual Response Audiometry)

This type of hearing test may involve a game
where we teach your child to turn to puppets in
response to a sound or vibration. \
The child is usually asked to sit in a chair oron a ——
caregiver’s knee. To complete this type of
game, a child would ideally have: head control,
be able to shift their attention, focus on an
object, be beginning to track items or follow a
point.

You can practice at home by placing a light up
toy to the side of your child. Switch it on every
time you make a loud noise e.g. ‘gooooooo’ and
point to the toy to help draw your child’s
attention towardsiit.
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